WHAT IS THE EMPIRE?
alliance of those states, an association of independent
democracies. The tendencies or forces which have
produced this result and have abolished imperialism
over so large a part of the earth's surface, which have
enabled an Empire to transform itself into a Common-
wealth-those forces have not suddenly stopped.
They are still at work. India, which now possesses
fiscal independence, the right to make her own tariff,
is on the road to Dominion status. When India has
become in fact a Dominion, she will not be the last
Dominion. The process goes on.
Why did the British Empire cease to be an Empire
properly speaking, and resolve itself, in large part,
into a loose alliance of practically independent states ?
Why did the mother country surrender the economic
privileges of an imperial position in according fiscal
autonomy to its daughter states? No other empire
in the past has done this. Spain did not, nor Portugal,
nor Holland.
The evolution, alike on its political and economic
sides, has exceedingly interesting and significant
aspects. If we cut beneath words and symbols to the
underlying reality we see that there has taken place,
what we have been assured again and again by stu-
dents of politics never could take place-changes of
frontier, the creation that is of new frontiers, without
war. Communities, originally part of an empire,
have achieved separate political status in no way sub-
ordinate to that of the states of which originally they
were part. That is to say, frontiers have been
IQ